3/12/13

HCWattonArticle. JPG (683x835)

https://596b1958-a-62cb3a1a-s-sites.g ooglegroups.comysite/g rantcountyhistorical society/home/documents/HC WattonArticle. JPG?attachauth=ANoY7cpjFcizf1...

vears hr Watton was in busmess at Lancaster Wisconsm.

PHOTOGRAPHER

HARRY CLARENCE WATTON.
FrOM LANCASTER. TO FAME IN OELAHOMA

From “A STANDARD HISTORY OF CELAHCMA™ By KXEEFH E THOEURN, 1916

The aclmowledged leadership among Oklzhoma
rhotographers belongs to H. C. Watton of Oklzhoma City.
Mr. Watton iz not m the class of the ordmary maker of
pictures, but has 2 mechanical znd arfistic genms m that
field which sets him above the majority of men of that
vocation. The work that comes from his smdio m the
Terminzl Arcade Buildmg represents the highest standards,
zndte say that it is 2 Watton photograph is to speak the last
word of praise in respect to the artistic fmish.

Forten years Mr. Watton has been estzblished n his
profession 2t Oklshoma City. He is 2 native of limois, bom
at Shelbyville i Shelby County, April 15, 1872, His father,
Granville D, Watton, was bom m Ohie, znd was of English
aneestry, the grandfather, Ficlden Watton, having spent
mostof his life 23 2n Ohie farmer. Granville D. Watton was
reared and educated and married m Ohio znd by cccupsation
was 2 contractor and zlse a teacher m schoels. He s still
living, being now retired at the age of seventy-five, with his
home m Shelbyville, Mineis. He moved from Ohio to
Mmnedz, sbout 1863, Hiz wife's mziden name wazs Emeline
Wmnsland, whe was bom in Ohie, znd is now seventy five
vears of age. Her father was a native of Ohio and of
German stock. Mr. H. C. Watton 15 the fourth sonand fifth
child m 2 family of nime living children.

His eztly bovhood was spent m his native county, and he
zequired zn education i the commen schools. Atthe age of
seventeen, about 1833, he started to leam the photographic
art at Shelbyville, Mimeis. After serving an apprenticeship
of one vear, he had 2s much skill and Imowledge of the
trade as his preceptor, and after that for four vears he was 2
regular joumsyvman photographer, working at his trade m
many different localities. For 2 time he was under Fritz
Guerin, the noted photographer of 5t. Louis. For twelve

From there He came to Oklzhoma City and estzblished his
studiom 1905, While there were other photographers in the
city at the time, and thers had been many befors him, he s
now the oldest photographer in pomt of contimuous
busmess m Oldzhoma City.

Itis only necessary to spezk of some of the honors won
by Mr. Watton i the profession of photography to mdicate
his attamments and standing. He was the winner of the
following trophies: 1909, Angelo Trophy; 1909, Silver
Loving Cup; 1910, Angele Trophy; 1912, Silver Loving
Cup; 1914, Angele Trophy; 1914, Wollensack Loving Cup;
znd of the following medals: 1907, Genre Medal F; 1909,
GenreMedal F; 1910, Genre Medal S; 1912, Genre Medal
F; 1914, Genre Medal F; 1914, Best Baby, Diploma. All
these trophies and medals were won by exhibitions of his
at i competition with that of the best photographers m the
country. During his professionzl career My Watton has
photographed many notable men. Among them might be
mentionad the late Elbert Hubbard, who was 2 victim on
the il fated Lusitaniz; C. T. Daly, the noted playwright;
Aungusta Cotlow, the noted pianist; and many others.

In 1893 hir. Watton merried hiiss May Helen Nathen,
They are the parents of two charming daughters: Frances is
now zttending Enex College at Galesburg, Mlineis: znd
Helen Mariz iz still at home.

Mr. Watton s well lmown in Oldzhoma City affairs. In
politics he is a demoerat. During his residence a2t Lancaster,
Wisconsim, he was a member of the city council and did
much in 2local political way. Through his profession he
has scquired 2 well deserved success and prospetity and for
twenty six years has been 2 competent photographer. He
has witnessed 2 great many changss in his art durmg that
time. His studio is now zsckmowledged zs the largest and
bestequipped m the State of Oklzhomz, and his patronage
iz not confmed to people m and m the immedizte vicnity of
Oklzshoma City, but comes from zll over the state and from
many parts of Northwest Texas,
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