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Judge Joseph Trotter Mills 1811 - 1897

lawyer, judge, politician, b. Cane Ridge, near Paris, Bourbon
County, Ky. In 1831 he moved to Illinois, attended Illinois College
and about 1833 journeyed to Prairie du Chien as tutor to the
children of Col. (later President) Zachary Taylor. In 1840 he settled
in Lancaster, Wis., where he studied law, and was admitted to the
bar in 1844, He practiced law in Lancaster, became active in the
Liberty party, and later in the Republican party, and was state
57,1862, 1879). In
1864 he was elected circuit judge of the 5th judicial district, and

assemblyman from Grant County (1856, 18

served in this capacity from 1865 to 1877. After leaving the bench,
he continued to practice law in Lancaster until 1893. He was an
eccentric man. preferring Rubbers and socks to shoes, and a cloak
to a coat. During his lifetime he had many experiences including
being horsewhipped and fighting a duel with a shotgun. He was a
man who knew the leaders of pioneer Wisconsin. He was a fierce

supporter of Lincoln. His account of meeting him follows.
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